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Introduction

Willis Goudy, lowa State University
Sandra Charvat Burke, lowa State University

Welcome to the fifth edition of our county data book. Census Services at lowa State University
has disseminated data from a variety of sources since 1983. We began publishing reports based on the
data from the 1980 and earlier censuses. Because of requests for information not included in the
decennial censuses, we started to work with data from other state and federal agencies. In this volume,
we have consiructed tables from varied sources to serve as a reference for demographic and
socioeconomic change in lowa's counties. We've focused on the 1980s and the first years of the 1890s
for the most part, although one section traces population back to 1850 while another projects it to 2010.
We are particularly interested in providing data that readers can use to determine trends that are
occurring in lowa; that's why all of the sections have data for at least two years.

This year we've included several additional items from the 19980 and earlier censuses—median
age, education, occupation, income, and poverty, all of which include data for females and males, as
well as whether workers were employed in the county in which they lived. Additional information for
1990 is available through ISU Extension offices in every county. We provided each one with 21 pages
that included all data reported for that county by the U.S. Bureau of the Census on the initial summary
data tapes (1A, 3A) that the bureau provided. These offices have similar census profiles for incorporated
places in their counties.

Other new items in this edition include data on church membership, voting on the equal rights
amendment, and com and soybean production. Two others—federal funds and voting for selected
candidates in U.S. and lowa elections—-have reappeared this year because new information was
available. We've added average dollars expended to three others—food stamps, aid to families with
dependent children, and medical services provided under Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

Data on domestic abuse, serious crimes, and arrests of juveniles are not included this year. The
agency responsible for reporting this information is changing the reporting format. We'll wait until we
have new numbers for at least two years before we include these areas in another edition.

Each data set in this volume is accompanied by a commentary that provides a brief analysis of
trends. We've added graphics that highlight either changes in state figures or differences across the
counties. Definitions are provided where necessary, as well as notes of caution and an indication of the
source of the data. For assistance in locating counties mentioned in the text, please see the map
included on page 4.

We continue to be confident that readers will find sources of data on lowa's counties that they
haven't seen previously—unless it was in previous editions of this publication Because we add some
items each year and delete others, readers interested in having as much information as possible will
want to collect and retain all volumes in this series.

We know that the statistics that we've included have never been published in one source;
indeed, many have never been published previously for the general public. But we've undoubtedly
missed other data sets for lowa's counties that would be valuable to share in future editions. Thus,
suggestions on data that would be useful would be appreciated. So would comments on this edition.
There are more than 125,000 numbers in the tables. Although they have been checked and rechecked,



it is possible that some are incorrect. Please inform us of any discrepancies from published documents
so that they can be corrected in the next edition of this volume.

Census Services is located at 320 East Hall, Department of Sociology, lowa State University,
Ames, IA 50011. We can be reached at 515-284-8337 or 515-284-9307.

Note: Renea Miller is the clerk-typist for Census Services. She entered and verified data for several
sections of this volume. In addition, she trained students on data entry procedures; she is our expert on
using a word processing system to construct tables and format text. She does all of this while giving
Census Services less than half of her time. We are delighted that she continues to be an important part
of our small group of professionals. We also are indebted to Jessie Beebe for her work in adding data to
our files and checking the accuracy of those numbers and to Liu Dong Wang and Martin Hansen for
reviewing the contents of selected sections.

'Hlnmmk
MHM Buchanan Dubuque
Webster
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Population Estimates in lowa's Counties:
1991 and 1981-1989 Revisions
Willis Goudy, lowa State University

Beth Henning, State Library of lowa
Sandra Charvat Burke, lowa State University

In most years between decennial censuses, the U.S. Bureau of the Census estimates the
population of counties. Late in 1992, the 1991 estimates were released for lowa and other states. lowa's
population was estimated to have increased by nearly 18,500, or seven-tenths of a percentage point,
between 1 April 1990 (census date) and 1 July 1991 (Table 1).

1990-1991 Population Change

Fifty-seven counties were estimated to have gained residents between 1880 and 1991, with
increases greater than 1,000 in Black Hawk, Johnson, Linn, Polk, and Scott. Another four (Dallas,
Muscatine, Story, Woodbury) had gains of 500-999. Twenty-six of the these 57 counties grew but by
fewer than 100 inhabitants. Percentage increases ranged from less than 1% in 40 counties to 2% or
more in two (Dickinson, +2.3%; Guthrie, +2.0%). Five others gained from 1.5% to 1.9% (Dallas,
Muscatine, Polk, Scott, Washington).

Declines occurred in 42 counties, aithough in only one did the decrease exceed 200 (Kossuth,
-291). Ten lost 100-199 residents, while the remaining 31 reported declines of fewer than 100. Ten
counties had declines of at least 1%, although only Adams (-3.0%) and Decatur (-2.0%) were estimated
to have dropped by at least 2%.

Revised 1981-1989 Population Estimates

After a decennial census, the bureau re-evaluates the estimates that it provided during the
previous decade and issues revised numbers. These revisions are reported in Table 2. Generally, the
revised figures are substantially lower, especially in the initial years of the 1980s, than were reported
previously. These revised numbers have been used throughout this edition of the annual county data
book as the base to calculate rates and percentages for the years between the 1980 and 1990 censuses.

Notes: The estimates for the state and counties are based on births, deaths, and residual change. For
the period covered, the bureau reported 49,207 births, 33,519 deaths, and a residual of 2,775 for the
state. Most of the residual is net migration, which indicates that more people moved into than out of
lowa during the period; this is a change from most years from 1900 to 1990. Residual change also is
affected by any inaccuracies in data supplied to the census bureau or in variations in implementing the
estimating method. Actually, even the births and deaths are based on estimates, since they normally are
reported for calendar years rather than the period covered by the population estimate. Thus, caution is
urged in interpreting the estimates. They provide only a preliminary view of change since the 1990
census. The 1990 counts for two counties have been changed by the U.S. Bureau of the Census from
those initially released. Nine residents were added to Mahaska and nine were subtracted from Wapello.



Table 1. Estimated population (1991), population (1990), and estimated change (1990-1991) 1n lowa counties,

e
Estimated Change Estimated Change

1 July 1 Aprit 1 July 1 April

County 1991 1990 Wumber Percent County 1991 1990 Number Percent
Adair 8430 8409 21 0.2 Jefferson 16330 16310 20 0.1
Adams 4720 4866 - 146 -3.0 Johnson 97230 96119 1111 1.2
Allamakee 13900 13855 45 0.3 Jones 19570 19444 126 0.6
Appanocose 13790 13743 &7 0.3 Keokuk 11630 11624 6 0.1
Audsbon 7270 7334 - 64, -0.9 Kossuth 18300 18591 ~291 -1.6
Benton 22550 22429 121 0.5 Lee 39020 38687 333 0.9
Black Hawk 124840 123798 1042 0.8 Linn 170670 168767 1903 1.1
Boone 25380 25186 194 0.8 Louiss 11610 11592 18 0.2
Bremer 22890 22813 77 0.3 Lucas 9160 9070 90 1.0
Buchanan 20960 20844 116 0.6 Lyon 11920 11952 -32 -0.3
Buena Vista 20040 19965 7S 0.4 Madison 12560 12483 77 0.6
Butler 15870 15731 139 0.9 Mahaska 21500 21522 -13 -0.1
Calhoun 11560 11508 52 0.5 Marion 30280 30001 279 0.9
Carrolt 21450 21423 27 0.1 Marshal ( 38260 318276 -16 -0.0
Cass 15060 15128 -68 -0.4 Mills 13340 13202 138 1.0
Cedar 17450 17381 69 0.4 Mitchell 10910 10928 -18 -0.2
Cerro Gordo L7190 L6733 &57 1.0 Monona 10000 10034 -34 -0.3
Cherokee 14090 14098 -8 -0.1 Monroe 8170 Bit4 56 0.7
Chickasaw 13280 13295 -15 -0.1 Montgomery 11970 12076 -106 -0.9
Clarke 8280 8287 ~7 -0.1 Muscatine 40580 39907 673 1.7
Clay 17600 17585 15 0.1 O'Brien 15480 15444 35 0.2
Clayton 18860 19054 - 194 -1.0 Osceols 7240 7267 -27 -0.4
Clinton 50970 51040 -70 -0.1 Page 16790 16870 -80 -0.5
Crawford 16740 16775 -35 -0.2 Palo Alto 10590 10669 -79 -0.7
Dallas 30290 29755 535 1.8 Pl ymouth 23420 23388 32 0.1
Davis 8330 8312 18 0.2 Pocshontas 9430 9525 -95 -1.0
Decatur 8170 8338 -168 -2.0 Polk 333070 327140 5930 1.8
Delaware 18190 18035 155 0.9 Pottawattamie 82870 B2628 242 0.3
Des Moines 42850 42614 236 0.6 Poweshiek 18960 19033 -73 -0.4
Dickinson 15250 14909 341 2.3 Ringgold 5390 5420 -30 -0.6
Dubuque 86900 B6403 497 0.6 Sac 12170 12324 -154 -1.2
Emmet 11630 11569 61 0.5 Scott 153320 150979 2341 1.6
Fayette 21970 21843 127 0.6 Shelby 13300 13230 70 0.5
Floyd 16860 17058 -198 -1.2 Sioux 30240 29903 337 1.1
Franklin 11300 11364 - 64 -0.6 Story 75030 74252 778 1.0
Fremont 8160 8226 -66 -0.8 Tama 17370 17419 -49 -0.3
Greene 10080 10045 35 0.3 Taylor 7090 7114 -24 -0.3
Grundy 11970 12029 -59 -0.5 Union 12640 12750 -110 -0.9
Guthrie 11150 10935 215 2.0 Van Buren 7750 7676 T4 1.0
Hami | ton 16100 16071 29 0.2 Wapel lo 35770 35687 74 0.2
Hancock 12500 12638 -138 -1.1 Warren 36520 36033 487 1.4
Hardin 19000 19094 -9 -0.5 Washington 19960 19612 348 1.8
Harrison 14710 14730 -20 -0.1 Wayne 7040 7067 -27 -0.4
Nenry 19370 19226 144 0.7 Webster 40380 40342 38 0.1
Howard 9930 9809 121 1.2 Winnebago 11990 12122 -132 -1.1
Humboldt 10670 10756 -86 -0.8 Winneshiek 20860 20847 13 0.1
Ida 8290 8365 -7 -0.9 Woodbury 99260 98276 o84 1.0
[owa 14780 14630 150 1.0 Worth 78%0 7991 -101 -1.3
Jackson 19920 19950 -30 -0.2 Wright 14170 14269 -99 -0.7
Jasper 34720 34795 -7 -0.2

State of lowa 2795220* 2776755 18465 0.7

*The sum of the county estimates is 2,795,260,
and the county sum is due to rounding at the county level.

The difference between the bureau's estimate for the state



Table 2. Revised estimates (1 July 1981-1989) and census counts (1 April 1980, 1990) of population in
lowa's counties.

1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980
Adair 8409 8430 8510 8550 8700 8940 9140 9210 9260 9400 9509
Adams 4866 4990 5100 5220 5200 5310 5420 5490 5560 5630 5731
Allamakee 13855 14070 14160 14160 14390 14640 14830 14890 14870 14990 15108
Appanoose 13743 13820 13960 14120 14150 14390 14650 14870 15160 15360 15511
Audubon 7334 7410 7510 7610 7850 8090 8320 8250 8360 8470 8559
Benton 22429 22440 22300 22210 22350 22520 22820 22910 23300 23610 23649
Black Hawk 123798 123260 122450 123820 126210 130080 133880 135580 136840 137900 137961
Boone 25186 25110 25180 25160 25320 25510 25710 25900 26060 26280 26184
Bremer 22813 22710 22520 22720 23230 23710 24200 24540 24660 24790 24820
Buchanan 20844 20890 20760 20790 21080 21810 22250 22740 22980 23030 22900
Buena Vista 19965 20050 20170 20100 20400 20570 20930 20750 20850 20890 20774
Butler 15731 15830 15970 15990 16330 16780 17100 17250 17430 17580 17668
Calhoun 11508 11600 11640 11760 11960 12340 12760 13010 13240 13390 13542
Carroll 21423 21500 21730 21780 22100 22430 22640 22640 22670 22970 22951
Cass 15128 15230 15330 15420 15840 16370 16880 16880 16920 17060 16932
Cedar 17381 17380 17330 17480 17820 18210 18430 18580 18520 18620 18635
Cerro Gordo 46733 46850 47220 47360 48160 48500 48060 48070 48220 48420 48458
Cherokee 14098 14140 14280 14510 14850 15270 15660 15850 15870 16130 16238
Chickasaw 13295 13420 13540 13720 14180 14490 14900 15150 15210 15320 15437
Clarke 8287 8330 8410 8350 8290 8390 8490 8570 8720 8650 8612
Clay 17585 17450 17200 17320 17770 18390 18950 19200 19220 19400 19576
Clayton 19054 19220 19370 19410 19700 20180 20510 20600 20810 20950 21098
Clinton 51040 51060 51370 51720 52450 53590 54520 55330 56360 56680 57122
Crawford 16775 17060 17480 17610 17740 18330 18740 18810 18840 18890 18935
Dallas 29755 29320 29180 28810 28880 29250 29180 29320 29180 29360 29513
Davis 8312 8300 8380 8560 8690 8790 8930 8990 9030 9110 9104
Decatur 8338 8490 8460 8560 8780 8910 9100 9280 9580 9750 97946
Delaware 18035 18050 17990 17930 18060 18520 18760 18730 18720 18850 18933
Des Moines 42614 42610 42810 42950 43220 43850 44360 44710 45420 46120 46203
Dickinson 14909 14850 14730 14660 14820 15050 15220 15250 15390 15570 15629
pubugue 86403 86650 87360 87130 87770 89100 89620 90300 91990 93310 93745
Emmet 11569 11540 11680 11650 11900 12410 12760 12830 13140 13270 13336
Fayette 21843 21850 21880 22000 22600 23380 24150 24460 24840 25060 25488
Floyd 17058 17310 17400 17540 17890 18520 18780 19000 19100 19350 19597
Franklin 11364 11400 11540 11800 12100 12400 12510 12720 12790 12900 13036
Fremont 8226 8250 8440 8670 8670 8830 9030 9060 9170 9250 9401
Greene 10045 10170 10310 10520 10820 11200 11490 11710 11790 11980 12119
Grundy 12029 12120 12280 12430 12800 13250 13510 13780 13950 14190 14366
Guthrie 10935 10920 11070 11050 11280 11420 11600 11550 11690 11860 11983
Hami l ton 16071 16300 16460 16570 16840 16990 17200 17430 17590 17840 17862
Hancock 12638 12830 12870 12900 13090 13380 13500 13410 13580 13660 13833
Hardin 19094 19220 19390 19640 20280 20880 21320 21320 21550 21660 21776
Harrison 14730 14830 15080 15180 15340 15450 15630 15810 16040 16160 16348
Henry 19226 19050 19120 19060 18970 18840 18560 18550 18690 18810 18890
Howard 9809 9910 10060 10140 10290 10570 10860 10780 10910 11000 11114
Humboldt 10756 10760 10870 10950 11270 11620 11830 11940 11970 12180 12246
1da 8365 8390 8340 8380 8600 8750 8800 8800 8750 8890 8908
lowa 14630 14660 14700 14700 14920 15080 15120 15100 15160 15410 15429
Jackson 19950 20190 20580 20810 21120 21570 21860 21990 22080 22300 22503
Jasper 34795 34760 34750 34570 34640 34720 35030 35240 35710 36050 36425



Table 2. Revised estimates (1 July 1981-1989) and census counts (1 April 1980, 1990) of population in
lowa's counties (continued).

1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980
Jefferson 16310 16380 16350 16300 16270 16330 16380 16140 16320 16090 16316
Johnson 96119 94370 92570 90500 89410 88540 87330 86020 84640 83690 81717
Jones 19444 19390 19140 19030 19350 19650 19900 19920 20020 20180 20401
Keokuk 11624 11660 11830 11900 12120 12390 12500 12570 12640 12780 12921
Kossuth 18591 18840 19040 19160 19690 20400 20830 21020 21200 21520 21891
Lee 38687 38890 39170 39670 40320 40800 41570 41890 42270 42580 43106
Linn 168767 167710 165980 164340 164170 164830 165250 165410 167050 168750 169775
Louisa 11592 11570 11640 11630 11630 11790 12000 11990 12000 12150 12055
Lucas 9070 9180 9300 9390 9550 9770 10040 10070 10280 10270 10313
Lyon 11952 11910 11950 11500 12080 12380 12580 12740 12700 12790 12896
Madison 12483 12410 12320 12260 12240 12210 12230 12320 12470 12500 12597
Mahaska 21513 21410 21560 21470 21640 21850 22140 22010 22280 22560 22867
Marion 30001 30040 29890 29590 29460 29520 29630 29680 29930 29830 29669
Marshall 38276 38280 38410 38760 39660 40280 40980 41530 41830 41830 &1652
Mills 13202 13240 13320 13210 13230 13340 13310 13370 13380 13520 13406
Mitchell 10928 11010 11110 11140 11260 11430 11590 11840 11940 12110 12329
Monona 10034 10160 10300 10340 10530 10840 11210 11420 11400 11520 11692
Monroe 8114 8100 8150 8250 8360 8590 8700 B850 8950 9120 9209
Montgomery 12076 12110 12060 12090 12350 12840 13170 13130 13150 13360 13413
Muscatine 39907 39760 39740 39540 40020 40420 40850 41070 41400 41000 40436
O'Brien 15444 15520 15560 15610 15930 16320 16700 16920 16860 16970 16972
Osceola 7267 7260 7550 7360 7540 7760 8060 8130 8130 8260 8371
Page 16870 16840 16740 16970 17300 17790 18180 18360 18610 18920 19063
Palo Alto 10669 10760 10850 10980 11370 11890 12160 12450 12510 12670 12721
P lymouth 23388 23450 23690 23560 23600 23690 24080 24290 24430 24880 24743
Pocahontas 9525 9720 987C 10010 10370 10740 10840 10930 10970 11160 11369
Polk 327140 322470 317120 312850 309720 308350 307090 305720 304570 304870 303170
Pottawattamie 82628 82780 83330 83800 84180 84830 85620 85470 85940 86320 86561
Poweshiek 19033 19060 18920 18750 18700 18890 18820 19050 19100 19270 19306
Ringgold 5420 5440 5430 5430 S570 5790 5970 6000 6110 6080 6112
sSac 12324 12350 12380 12560 12750 13080 13280 13460 13740 14010 14118
Scott 150979 150040 150220 150910 152610 154570  1562B0 157400 159620 160180 160022
Shelby 13230 13280 13420 13470 13800 14200 16700 14630 14780 14830 15043
Sioux 29903 29880 29980 29600 29900 30440 30610 30700 30530 30650 30813
Story 74252 73720 73880 73320 74020 74050 73410 73320 72300 72870 72326
Tama 17419 17490 17680 17810 18220 18660 19000 19040 19210 19340 19533
Taylor 7114 7190 7240 7430 7590 7840 8090 8210 8310 8320 8353
Union 12750 12640 12750 12860 12930 13140 13490 13660 13750 13850 13858
Van Buren 7676 7670 7850 7870 7990 8120 8300 8420 8520 8630 8626
Wapello 35696 35680 35590 36240 37140 38160 38820 39070 39380 39940 40241
Warren 36033 35660 35180 55040 34900 34780 34780 34720 34730 34980 34878
Washington 19612 19600 19640 19520 19620 19770 19810 19870 20070 20190 20141
Wayne 7067 7060 7080 7230 7560 7520 7820 7870 7960 8090 819¢
Webster 40342 40510 40690 41110 41680 42690 43470 44110 44900 45490 45953
Winnebago 12122 12130 12050 12030 12320 12540 12630 12550 12550 12680 13010
Winneshiek 20847 21040 21050 20960 21140 21430 21690 21760 21820 21930 21876
Woodbury 98276 97750 97570 96800 @530 98910 99740 99810 100550 101190 100884
Worth 7991 8100 8170 8190 8480 8700 8810 8870 8950 9020 9075
Wright 14269 14350 14320 14430 14830 15400 15800 15770 15850 16080 16319

State of lowa 2776755 2770720% 2768550% 2767130 2792050* 2829780* 2B58690* 2870650* 2888250* 2908050* 2913808

*The sums of the county estimates are as follows: 1989, 2,770,840; 1988, 2,768,650; 1987, 2,767,200; 1986,

2,792,140; 1985, 2,829,820; 1984, 2,858,740; 1983, 2,870,680; 1982, 2,888,340; 1981, 2908, 120.
between the bxireau's estimates for the state and the county sums are due to rounding at the county level.

The differences



Historical Trends of the Population in lowa's Counties:
1850-1990

Sandra Charvat Burke, lowa State University
Willis Goudy, lowa State University

The population in lowa's counties has been counted every 10 years by the U.S. Bureau of the
Census. lowa's first census occurred in 1850, which was four years after statehood in 1848. County
populations have undergone many changes in the succeeding years.

1850 to 1900

In 1850, much of lowa was only sparsely settled; 50 of today's counties had no population
reported for that year (Table 1). Those 50 counties were in the west and north parts of the state such
that a line drawn from the southwest comer to the northeast comer of the state wouid serve to separate
the area where residents were counted from that where they were not. lowa's 192,214 people were
highly concentrated in the southeast comer. Indeed, more than 54,000 lived in just four counties (Des
Moines, Jefferson, Lee, Van Buren) and another 10,841 lived in Dubuque. At the same time, many
counties had fewer than a thousand people.

By 1880, settlement had spread across almost the entire state and the population had increased
significantly to nearly 675,000. Only Lyon and Osceola, two counties in the northwest comer of the state,
had no reported population. During the decade of the 1850s, the counties along the Mississippi River
experienced relatively great growth. Dubuque gained more than 20,000 people; Scott gained nearly that
many (Table 2). The eastern and southeastern parts of the state grew as settiement progressed
westward and northward from the southeast comer. By 1860, 29 counties had populations of more than
10,000. All counties in the state gained population from 1850 to 1860 with the exception of
Pottawattamie.

Growth continued through the decade of the 1880s. The state gained more than 500,000 in the
10-year span and the total population in 1870 topped the one million mark. All counties gained during
the decade, with the exception of Osceola which still did not have any inhabitants listed in the census.
By 1870, only five other counties remained under 1,000 in population and most of them were in the
northwest. Fifty-two counties were over the 10,000 population mark, with five of these over 30,000. The
highest populations were in Dubuque and Scott, each of which had more than 38,000. During the 1880s,
the most rapidly growing counties were in the central areas of the state rather than along the Mississippi
River as earlier. This reflected the gradual westward direction of settiement across the state.

People were first counted in Osceola County in the 1880 census, completing settiement across
the state. All counties had at least 1,500 residents and three (Dubuque, Polk, Scott) had moved past
41,000. This was the first time Polk was among the three most populous counties. The state reached
1,624,615 by 1880. During the 1870s, the counties with increases of at least 10,000 were Cass,
Pottawattamie, Polk, and Shelby, indicating that rapid growth had reached into westem lowa. An
additional indication of the shift in population was seen in the losses experienced by some southeastemn
counties.

Twenty-seven counties lost population from 1880 to 1890 with most in the eastem or southem
areas of lowa. The state population as a whole, however, continued to grow, reaching 1,812,297 by
1890. All counties had at least 4,200 residents, and seven were above 40,000. The largest numbers
were in Polk (65,410) and Woodbury (55,632). Woodbury had gained more than 40,000 during the



Table 1. Population in lowa Counties, 1850-1990.

County 1990 1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880 1870 1860
Adair 8409 9509 0487 10893 12292 13196 13891 14259 14420 16192 14534 11667 3982 984
Adams 4866 5731 6322 7468 8753 10156 10437 10521 10998 13601 12292 11888 4614 1533
All amakee 13855 15108 14968 15982 16351 17184 16328 17285 17328 18711 17907 19791 17868 12237
Appancose 13743 15511 15007 16015 19683 24245 24835 30535 28701 25927 18961 16636 16456 11931
Audubon T334 8559 9595 10919 11579 11790 12264 12520 12671 13626 12412 7448 1212 454
Benton 22429 23649 22885 23422 22656 22879 22851 24080 23156 25177 24178 24888 22454 8496
Black Hawk 123798 137961 132916 122482 100448 79946 69146 56570 44865 32399 24219 23913 21706 B244
Boone 25186 26184 26470 28037 28139 29782 29271 29892 27626 28200 23772 20838 14584 4232
Bremer 22813 24820 22737 21108 18884 17932 17046 16728 15843 16305 14630 14081 12528 4915
Buchanan 20844 22900 21762 22293 21927 20991 19550 19890 19748 21427 18997 18546 17034 7906
Buena Vista 19965 20774 20693 21189 21113 19838 18667 18556 - 15981 16975 13548 7537 1585 57
Butler 15731 17668 16953 17467 17394 17986 17617 17845 17119 17955 15463 14293 9951 3724
Calhoun 11508 13542 14292 15923 16925 17584 17605 17783 17090 18569 13107 5595 1602 147
Carrotl 21423 22951 22912 23431 23065 22770 22326 21549 20117 20319 18828 12351 2451 281
Cass 15128 16932 17007 17919 18532 18647 19422 19421 19047 21274 19645 16943 5464 1612
Cedar 17381 18635 17655 17791 16910 16884 16760 17560 17765 19371 18253 18936 19731 12949
Cerro Gordo 46733 48458 49223 49894 46053 43845 38476 34675 25011 20672 14864 11461 4722 940
Cherokee 14098 16238 17269 18598 19052 19258 18737 17760 16741 16570 15659 8240 1967 58
Chickasaw 13295 15437 14969 15034 15228 15227 14637 15431 15375 17037 15019 14534 10180 4336
Clarke 8287 8612 7581 8222 9369 10233 10384 10506 10736 12440 11332 11513 8735 5427
Clay 17585 19576 18464 18504 18103 17762 16107 15660 12766 13401 9309 4248 1523 52
Clayton 19054 21098 20606 21962 22522 24334 24559 25032 25576 27750 26733 28829 27771 20728
Clinton 51040 57122 56749 55060 49664 446722 L4377 43371 45394 43832 41199 36763 35357 18938
Crawford 16775 18935 19116 18569 19741 20538 21028 20614 20041 21685 18894 12413 2530 383
Dallas 29755 29513 26085 24123 23661 24649 25493 25120 23628 23058 20479 18746 12019 5244
Davis 8312 9104 8207 9199 9959 11136 11150 12574 13315 15620 15258 16468 15565 13764
Decatur 8338 Q794 9737 10539 12601 14012 14903 16566 16347 18115 15643 15336 12018 8677
Delaware 18035 18933 18770 18483 17734 18487 18122 18183 17888 19185 17349 17950 17432 11024
Des Moines 42614 46203 46982 44605 42056 36804 38162 35520 36145 35989 35324 33099 27256 19611
Dickinson 14909 15629 12565 12574 12756 12185 10982 10241 8137 7995 4328 1901 1389 180
Dubuque 86403 93745 90609 80048 71337 63768 61214 58262 57450 56403 49848 42996 38969 31164
Emmet 11569 13336 14009 14871 14102 13406 12856 12627 9816 9936 4274 1550 1392 105
Fayette 21843 25488 26898 28581 28294 29151 29145 29251 27919 29845 23141 22258 16973 12073

1850

3131
672
135
735

517

o O O Q

3941

dodooo

38
2822
854
7264
965

1759
12988

10841

825



Table 1.

Population in lowa Counties, 1850-1990 (continued).

County 1990 1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880 1870 1860 1850
floyd 17058 19597 19860 21102 21505 20169 19524 18860 17119 17754 15424 14677 10768 3744 0
Franklin 11364 13036 13255 15472 16268 16379 16382 15807 14780 14996 12871 10249 4738 1309 0
Fremont 8226 9401 9282 10282 12323 14645 15533 15447 15623 18546 16842 17652 11174 5074 1244
Greene 10045 12119 12716 14379 15544 16599 16528 16467 16023 17820 15797 12727 4627 1374 0
Grundy 12029 14366 14119 14132 13722 13518 14133 14420 13574 13757 13215 12639 6399 793 o
Guthrie 10935 11983 12243 13607 15197 17210 17324 17596 17374 18729 17380 14394 7061 3058 0
Hami L ton 16071 17862 18383 20032 19660 19922 20978 19531 19242 19514 15319 11252 6055 1699 0
Hancock 12638 13833 13506 14604 15077 15402 14802 14723 12731 13752 7621 3453 999 179 0
Hardin 19094 21776 22248 22533 22218 22530 22947 23337 20921 22794 19003 17807 13684 5440 0
Harrison 14730 16348 16240 17600 19560 22767 24897 24488 23162 25597 21356 16649 8931 3621 0
Renry 19226 18890 18114 18187 18708 17994 17660 18298 18640 20022 18895 20986 21463 18701 8707
Howard 9809 1114 11442 12734 13105 13531 13082 13705 12920 14512 11182 10837 6282 3168 0
Humboldt 10756 12246 12519 13156 13117 13459 13202 12951 12182 12667 9836 5341 2596 332 0
Ida 8365 8908 9283 10269 10697 11047 11933 11689 11296 12327 10705 4382 226 43 0
Towa 14630 15429 15419 16396 15835 17016 17332 18600 18409 19544 18270 19221 16644 8029 822
Jackson 19950 22503 20839 20754 18622 19181 18481 19931 21258 23615 22771 23T 22619 18493 7210
Jasper 34795 36425 35425 35282 32305 31496 32936 27855 27034 26976 24943 25963 22116 9883 1280
Jefferson 16310 16316 15774 15818 15696 15762 16261 16440 15951 17437 15184 17469 17839 15038 9904
Johnson 96119 81717 12127 53663 45756 33191 30276 26462 25914 24817 23082 25429 24898 17573 4472
Jones 19444 20401 19868 20693 19401 19950 19206 18607 19050 21954 20233 21052 19731 13306 3007
Keokuk 11624 12921 13943 15492 16797 18406 19148 20983 21160 24979 23862 21258 19434 13271 4822
Kossuth 18591 21891 22937 25314 26241 26630 25452 25082 21971 22720 13120 6178 3351 416 0
Lee 38687 43106 42996 44207 43102 41074 41268 39676 36702 39719 37715 34859 37210 29232 18861
Linn 168767 169775 163213 136899 104274 89142 82336 74004 60720 55392 45303 37237 31080 18947 5444
Louisa 11592 12055 10682 10290 11101 11384 11575 12179 12855 13516 11873 13142 12877 10370 4939
Lucas 9070 10313 10163 10923 12069 1457 15114 15686 13462 16126 14563 14530 10388 5766 471
Lyon 11952 12896 13340 14468 14697 15374 15293 15431 14624 13165 8680 1968 221 ] 0
Madison 12483 12597 11558 12295 13131 14525 14331 15020 15621 17710 15977 17224 13884 7339 1179
Mahaska 21513 22867 2117 23602 24672 26485 25804 26270 29860 34273 28805 25202 22508 14816 5989
Marion 30001 29669 26352 25886 25930 27019 25727 26957 22995 24159 23058 251N 24436 16813 5482
Marshall 38276 41652 41076 37984 35611 35406 33727 32630 30279 29991 25842 23752 17576 6015 338
Mills 13202 13406 11832 13050 14064 15064 15866 156422 15811 16764 14548 14137 8718 4481 0
Mitchell 10928 12329 13108 14043 13945 14121 14065 13921 13435 14916 13299 14363 9582 3409 0

T



Table 1.

County 1990 1980
Monona 10034 11692
Monroe 8114 9209
Montgomery 12076 13413
Muscatine 39907 40436
O'Brien 15444 16972
Osceola 7267 8371
Page 16870 19063
Palo Alto 10669 12721
Plymouth 23388 24743
Pocahontas 9525 11369
Polk 327140 303170
Pottawattamie 82628 86561
Poweshiek 19033 19306
Ringgold 5420 6112
Sac 12324 14118
Scott 150979 160022
Shelby 13230 15043
Sioux 29903 30813
Story 74252 72326
Tama 17419 19533
Taylor 7114 8353
Union 12750 13858
Van Buren 7676 8626
Wapello 35696 40241
Warren 36033 34878
Washington 19612 20141
Wayne 7067 8199
Webster 40342 45953
Winnebago 12122 13010
Winneshiek 20847 21876
Woodbury 98276 100884
Worth 7991 907
Wright 14269 16319

State of lowa

—

1970

12069

9357
12781
37181
17522

8555
18537
13289
24322
12793

286130

86991
18803

6373
15573

142687

15528
27996
62783
20147

8790
13557

8643
42149
27432
18967

8405
48391

12990
21758

103052

8984
17294

Population in [owa Counties, 1850-1990 (continued).

1960 1950 1940 1930
13916 16303 18238 18213
10463 11814 14553 15010
16467 15685 15697 16752
33840 32148 31296 29385
18840 18970 19293 18409
10064 10181 10607 10182
21023 23921 24887 25904
14736 15891 16170 15398
23906 23252 23502 24159
14234 15496 16266 15687

266315 226010 195835 172837
83102 69682 66756 69888
19300 19344 18758 18727

7910 9528 11137 11966

17007 17518 17639 17641
119067 100698 84748 77332
15825 15942 16720 17131
26375 26381 27209 26806
L9327 L4294 33434 311461
21413 21688 22428 21987
10288 12420 14258 14859
13712 15651 16280 17435

9778 11007 12053 12603
46126 L7397 44280 40480
20829 17758 17695 17700
19406 19557 20055 19822

9800 11737 13308 13787
47810 L4241 41521 40425
13099 13450 13972 13143
21651 21639 22263 21630

107849 103917 103627 101669
10259 11068 11449 11164
19447 19652 20038 20216

2776755 2913808 2825368 2757537 2621073 2538268 2470939

1920 1910 1900
17125 16633 17980
23467 25429 17985
17048 16604 17803
29042 29505 28242
19051 17262 16985
10223 8956 8725
26137 24002 24187
15486 13845 14354
23584 23129 22209
15602 14808 15339

154029 110438 82624
61550 55832 54336
19910 19589 19414
12919 12904 15325
17500 16555 17639
73952 60000 51558
16065 16552 17932
26458 25248 23337
26185 24083 23159
21861 22156 24585
15514 16312 18784
17268 16616 19928
14060 15020 17354
37937 37743 35426
18047 18194 20376
20421 19925 20718
15378 16184 17491
37611 34629 31757
13489 11914 12725
22091 21729 23739
92171 67616 54610
11630 9950 10887
20348 17951 18227

26404021 2224771 2231853

1890 1880 1870 1860 1850
14515 9055 3654 832 0
13666 13719 12724 8612 2884
15848 15895 5934 1256 0
24504 23170 21688 16444 5731
13060 155 715 8 0

5574 2219 0 0 0
21341 19667 9975 4419 551

9318 4131 1336 132 0
19568 8566 2199 148 0

9553 3713 1646 103 0
65410 L2395 27857 11625 4513
L7430 39850 16893 4968 7828
18394 18936 15581 5668 615
13556 12085 5691 2923 0
14522 8774 1411 246 0
L3164 61266 38599 25959 5986
17611 12696 2540 818 0
18370 2426 576 10 0
18127 16906 11651 4051 0
22052 21585 16131 5285 8
16384 15635 6989 3590 204
16900 14980 5986 2012 0
16253 17043 17672 17081 12270
30426 25285 22346 14518 8471
18269 19578 17980 10281 961
18468 20374 18952 14235 L4957
15670 16127 11287 6409 340
21582 15951 10484 2504 0

7325 4917 1562 168 0
22528 23938 23570 13942 546
55632 14996 6172 1119 0
9247 7953 2892 756 0
12057 5062 2392 653 0

1912297 1624615 1194020 674913 192214

1



Table 2. Population Change in Iowa Counties, 1850-1990.

1980- 1970- 1960- 1950- 1940- 1930- 1920- 1910- 1900- 1890- 1880- 1870- 1860- 1850-
County 1990 1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880 1870 1860
Adair -1100 22 -1406 -1399 -904 -695 -368 -161 -1rre 1658 2867 7685 2998 984
Adams -865 -591 -1146 -1285 <1403 -281 -84 -4 -2603 1309 404 7274 3081 1533
Al lamakee -1253 140 -1014 -369 -833 856 -957 <43 -1383 804 -1884 1923 5631 11460
Appanoose -1768 504 -1008 -3668 -4562 -590 -5700 1834 2774 6966 2325 180 4525 8800
Audubon -1225 -1036 -1324 -660 -21n -474 -256 -151 -955 1214 4964 6236 758 454
Benton -1220 764 -537 766 -223 28 -1229 924 -2021 999 -710 2434 13958 7824
Black Hawk <14163 5045 10434 22034 20502 10800 12576 11705 12466 8180 306 2207 13462 8109
Boone -998 -286 ~1567 -102 -1643 511 -621 2266 -574 4428 2934 6254 10352 3497
Bremer -2007 2083 1629 2224 952 886 318 885 -462 1675 549 1553 7613 4915
Buchanan -2056 1138 -531 366 936 1441 -340 142 -1679 2430 451 1512 9128 7389
Buena Vista -809 81 -496 76 1275 "n m 2575 -994 3427 6011 5952 1528 57
Butter -1937 715 =514 73 -592 369 -228 726 -836 2492 1170 4342 6227 3724
Calhoun -2034 -750 -1631 -1002 -659 -21 -178 693 -1479 5462 7512 3993 1455 147
Carroll -1528 39 -519 366 295 444 m 1432 -202 1491 6477 9900 2170 281
Cass -1804 -7 -912 -613 -115 =775 1 374 -2227 1629 2702 11479 3852 1612
Cedar <1254 980 -136 881 26 126 -800 -205 -1606 1118 -683 -795 6782 9008
Cerro Gordo -1725 -765 -6 3841 2208 5369 3801 9664 4339 5808 3403 6739 3782 940
Cherokee -2140 -1031 -1329 -454 -206 521 977 1019 171 911 7419 6273 1909 58
Chickasaw <2142 468 -65 -194 1 590 -794 56 -1662 2018 485 6354 5844 4336
Clarke -325 1031 -641 -1147 -864 -151 -122 -230 -1704 1108 -181 2778 3308 5348
Clay -1991 1112 -40 401 341 1655 447 2894 -635 4092 5061 2725 1471 52
Clayton - 2044 492 -1356 -560 -1812 -225 -473 -544 -2174 1017 -2096 1058 7043 16855
Clinton -6082 373 1689 5396 49462 345 1006 -2023 1562 2633 4436 1406 16419 16116
Crawford -2160 -181 547 -1172 -797 -490 414 573 -1644 2791 6481 9883 2147 383
Dallas 242 3428 1962 462 -988 -844 373 1492 570 2579 1733 6727 6775 4390
Davis -792 897 -992 -760 -umr -14 -1424 -741 -2305 362 -1210 903 1801 6500
Decatur <1456 57 -802 -2062 -1411 -891 -1663 219 -1768 2472 307 3318 3341 7712
Delaware -898 163 287 749 -753 365 -61 295 -1297 1836 -601 518 6408 9265
Des Moines -3589 -T79 a3m 2549 5252 -1358 2642 -625 156 665 2225 5843 T645 6623
Dickinson -720 3064 -9 -182 5N 1203 761 2104 142 3667 r v 512 1209 180
Dubugue -7342 3136 10561 8711 7569 2554 2952 812 1047 6555 6852 4027 7805 20323
Emmet -1767 -673 -862 769 696 550 229 2811 -120 5662 2724 158 1287 105
Fayette -3645 -1410 -1683 287 -857 6 -106 1332 -1926 6704 as3 5285 4900 11248

€1



Table 2.

County

Floyd
Franklin

Fremont
Greene
Grundy
Guthrie
Hamilton
Hancock
Hardin
Harrfison
Henry

Howard
Humboldt
ida

foua
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Johnson
Jones
Keokuk
Kossuth

Lee
Linn
Louisa
Lucas
Lyon
Madison
Mahaska
Marion
Marshall
Mills
Mitchell

1980-

1990

1970-

1980

-263
-219
119
-597
247
-260
-521
327
472
108
776

-328
-273

10
1664
1000

542
9590
533
-1022
-1046

110
6562
1373

150
~444
1039

690
3317

276
1574

1960-

1970

-1242
-2217
-1000
- 1663

-13

1950-

1960

-403
- 796
-2041
-1165
410
-1590
372
-473
315
- 1960
-521

1940-

1950

1336
- 111
-2322
-1055
204
-2013
~262
-325
-312
-3207
714

-426
-342
-350
-1181
-559
809
-66
12565
-549
-1609
-389

2028
15132
-283
-2502
-677
- 1394
-1813
-1089
205
-1000
-176

Population Change in lowa Counties, 1850-1990 (continued).

1930-

1940

-615
-144
-1056
600
-417
-2130
334

449
257

-316
700
-1440

2915

744
-742
1178

-194

-1
~543
81
194
681
1292
1679

56

1920-

1930

664
575
86

-623
251
244

~-1268
~1450

5081

3814

1910-

1920

1741
1027
-176
bbb
846
222
289
1992
2416
1326
-342

785
769
393
191
-1327
821
489
548
-443
-177
3111

2974
13284
676
2224
807
-601
-3590
1962
2351

486

1900-

1910

-635
-216
~2923
-1797
-183
-1355

~1021
-1873
-2435
- 1382

-1592
-485
-1031
-1135
- 2357
58
-1486
1097

-3819
-749

-3017
5328
-661

1459
-2089
-4413
- 1164

288

- 1481

1890-

1900

2330
2125
1704
2023

542
1349
L195
6131
3791
4241
1127

3330
2831
1622
1274

844
2033
2253
1735
1721
1117
9600

2004
10089
1643
1563
4485
1733
5468
1101
4149
2216
1617

1880-

1890

747
2622
-810
3070

576
2986
L067
4168
1196
&707

-2091

345
4495
6323
-951

-1000
-1020
-2285
-2347
-819
2604
6942

2856
8066
- 1269
33
6712
-1247
3603
-2053
2090
411

- 1064

1870-

1880

3909
5511
6478
8100
6240
7333
5197
2654
L1123
7718

4555
2745
L4156
2577
1152
3847
-370

531
1321
1824
2827

-2351
6157
265
4142
1747
3340
2694
675
6176
5419
4781

1860-

1870

7024
3429
6100
3253
5606
4003
£356

820
8244
5310
2762

3114
2264
183
8615
4126
12233
2801
7325
6425
6163
2935

7978
12133
2507
L622
22l
6545
7692
7623
11561
L4237
6173

1850-

1860

3744
1309
3830
1374

793
3058
1699

179
5440
3621
9994

3168
332
43
7207
11283
8603
5134
13101
10299
8449
16

10371
13503
5431
5295

6160
8827
11331
5677
4481

3409



Table 2.

Population Change in lowa Counties, 1850-1990 (continued).

1980- 1970- 1960- 1950- 1940- 1930- 1920- 1910~ 1900- 1890- 1880- 1870- 1860- 1850-
County 1990 1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880 1870 1860
Monona -1658 -377 -1847 -2387 -1935 25 1088 492 -1347 3465 5460 5401 2822 832
Monroe -1095 -148 -1106 -1351 -2739 -457 -8457 -1962 Thbé 4319 =53 995 4112 5728
Montgomery -1337 632 -1686 -1218 -1 -1055 -296 444 -1199 1955 -47 9961 4678 1256
Muscatine -529 3255 3341 1692 852 191 343 -463 1263 3738 1334 1482 5244 10713
O'Brien -1528 =550 -1318 -130 -323 884 -642 1789 rigs 3925 8905 3440 707 8
Osceola -1104 -184 -1509 -117 -426 425 -41 1267 23 3151 3355 2219 0 0
Page <2193 526 -2486 -2898 -966 -1017 1767 135 -185 2B46 1674 9692 5556 3868
Palo Alto -2052 -568 <1447 -1155 =279 14 -88 1641 =509 5036 5187 2795 1204 132
Plymouth -1355 421 416 654 -250 -657 575 455 920 2641 11002 6367 2051 148
Pocahontas -1844 -1624 -4 -1262 =770 579 85 794 -531 5786 5840 2267 1343 103
Polk 23970 17040 19815 40305 30175 22998 18808 43591 27814 17214 23015 14538 16232 e
Pottawattamie -3933 -430 3889 13420 2926 -3132 8338 5718 1496 6906 7580 22957 11925 -2860
Poweshiek -273 503 -497 -44 586 3 -1183 321 175 1020 -542 3355 9913 5053
Ringgold -692 -261 -1537 -1618 -1609 -829 -953 15 -2621 1769 147 6394 2768 2923
Sac -1794 -1455 <1434 =51 -121 -2 141 945 -1084 3117 5748 7363 1165 246
Scott -9043 17335 23620 18369 15950 7416 3380 13952 8442 8394 1898 2667 12640 19973
Shelby -1813 -485 -297 -117 -778 -411 1066 -487 -1380 321 4915 10156 1722 818
Sioux -910 2817 1621 -6 -828 403 348 1210 1911 4967 12944 4850 566 10
Story 1926 9543 13456 5033 10860 2293 4956 2102 924 5032 1221 5255 7600 4051
Tama -2114 -614 - 1266 -2 ~T740 441 126 -295 -2429 2533 467 5454 10846 5277
Taylor -1239 -437 -1498 -2132 -1838 -601 -655 -798 -2472 2400 749 8646 3399 3386
Union -1108 301 -155 -1939 -629 -1155 167 652 -3312 3028 1920 8994 3974 2012
Van Buren -950 -17 -1135 -1229 -1046 -550 - 1457 -960 -2334 1101 -790 -629 591 4811
Wapelto -4545 -1908 -3977 -127 3117 3800 2543 194 2317 5000 5141 2939 7828 6047
Warren 1155 7446 6603 3071 63 -5 -347 -147 -2182 2107 -1309 1598 7699 9320
Washington -529 1174 -439 -151 -498 233 -599 496 -793 2250 -1906 1422 4717 9278
Wayne -1132 -206 <1395 -1937 -1571 -479 -1591 -806 -1307 1821 -457 4840 4878 6069
Webster -5611 -2438 581 3569 2720 1096 2814 2982 2872 10175 5631 5467 7980 2504
Winnebago -888 20 -109 -351 -522 829 -346 1575 -811 5400 2408 3355 1394 168
Winneshiek -1029 118 107 12 -624 633 -461% 362 -2002 1203 -1410 368 9628 13396
Woodbury -2608 -2168 -4797 3932 290 1958 9498 24555 13006 -1022 40636 8824 5053 1119
Worth -1084 91 -1275 -809 -381 285 -466 1680 -937 1640 1294 5061 2136 756
Wright -2050 975 -2153 -205 -386 -178 -132 2397 -276 6170 6995 2670 1739 653
State of lowa -137053 88440 67831 136464 82805 67329 66918 179250 -7082 319556 287682 430595 519107 482699

ST



Table 3. Population Change (1850-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-1990), Decades of Population Increase, and
Year Census Count MHighest 1n Jowa counties.

A——— —

Population Change

A N T i A i

Number of Decades of

1900-1950 1950- 1990

1850- 1900 Population Increase
—_— — —_—— —— —— Year Census
County Nunber Number Percent Number Percent 1850-1900 1900-1950 1950-1990 Count Highest
Adair 16192 -3900 -24.1 -3883 -31.6 5 0 1 1900
Adams 13601 -4848 -35.6 -3887  -44.4 5 0 0 1900
Al lamakee 17934 -2360 -12.6 -2496 -15.3 & 1 1 1880
Appancose 22796 -6244  -24.1 -5940 -30.2 5 2 1 1920
Audubon 13626 -2047 -15.0 -&4245  -36.7 5 0 0 1900
Benton 24505 -2521 -10.0 -227 -1.0 4 2 é 1900
Black Hawk 32264 68049 210.0 23350 23.2 5 5 3 1980
Boone 27465 -61 -0.2 -2953  -10.5 5 2 0 1920
Bremer 16305 2579 15.8 3929 20.8 5 4 3 1980
Buchanan 20910 500 2.3 -1083 -6.9 5 3 2 1980
Buena Vista 16975 4138 264.4 -1148 -5.4 5 A 2 1960
Butler 17955 -561 -3.1 - 1663 -9.6 5 2 2 1940
Calhoun 18569 - 1644 -8.8 -5417 -32.0 5 1 0 1900
Carrolt 2031¢ 2746 13.5 - 1642 -7.1 5 4 2 1960
Cass 21274 -2742 -12.9 -3404  -18.4 5 2 0 1900
Cedar 15430 -2461 -12.7 &71 2.8 3 2 2 1870
Cerro Gordo 20672 25381 122.8 680 1.5 5 5 1 1960
Cherokee 16570 2482 15.9 -4954 -26.0 5 & 0 1940
Chickasaw 17037 -1809 -10.6 -1933 -12.7 5 3 1 1900
Clarke 12361 -3071 -24.7 -1082 -11.6 4 0 1 1900
Clay 13401 &702 35.1 -518 -2.9 5 4 2 1980
Clayton 23877 -52¢8 -18.8 -3468 -15.4 4 0 1 1880
Clinton 41010 5832 13.3 1376 2.8 5 4 3 1980
Crawford 21685 - 1944 -9.0 -2966 -15.0 5 2 1 1900
Dallas 22204 603 2.6 6094 25.8 5 3 4 1990
Davis 8356 -5661 -36.2 -1647  -16.5 A o 1 1880
Decatur 17150 -5514 -30.4 ~-4263 -33.8 5 1 1 1900
Delaware 17426 - 1451 -7.6 301 1.7 4 . 3 1900
Des Moines 23001 6067 16.9 558 1.3 5 3 2 1970
Dickinson 7995 4761 59.6 2153 16.9 5 5 1 1980
Dubuque 45562 14934 26.5 15066 21.1 5 5 3 1980
Emmet 9936 4166 41.9 -2533 -18.0 5 & 1 1960
fayette 29020 - 1551 -5.2 -6451 -22.8 5 2 1 1900
Floyd 17754 37 21.1 -46447 -20.7 5 4 0 1950
Franklin 14996 1272 8.5 -4904 -30.2 5 P4 0 1930
Fremont 17302 -6223 -33.6 -4097 -33.2 A 1 1 1900
Greene 17820 -2276 -12.8 -3499 -35.4 5 3 0 1900
Grundy 13757 -35 -0.2 -1693 -12.3 5 2 V. 1920
Guthrie 18729 -3532 -18.9 4262 -28.0 5 1 0 1900
Hamil ton 19514 146 0.8 -3589 -18.3 S 2 1 1930
Hancock 13752 1325 9.6 -2439 -16.2 5 3 1 1940
Nardin 22794 -576 -2.5 -3126 -14.1 5 1 1 1920
Harrison 25597 -6037 -23.6 -4830 -24.7 5 2 1 1900
Henry 11315 -1314 -8.6 518 2.8 3 2 2 1870
Howard 14512 -14607 -9.7 -3296 -25.2 > 2 0 1900
Kumboldt 12667 450 3.6 -2361 -18.0 5 3 1 1940
1da 12327 -1630 -13.2 -2332 -21.8 5 2 0 1900
1owa 18722 -3709 -19.0 -1205 -7.6 & 1 2 1900
Jackson 16405 -4993 -21.1 1328 7.1 4 1 3 1880
Jasper 25696 5329 19.8 2490 7.7 & 4 3 1980
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Table 3. Population Change (1850-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-1990), Decades of Population Increase, and
Year Census Count Highest in lowa counties (continued).

Population Change

Number of Decades of

1850- 1900 1900- 1950 1950- 1990 Population Increase
Year Census
County Number  Number Percent Number Percent  1850-1900 1900-1950 1950-1990 Count Highest
Jefferson 7533 -1741 -10.0 614 3.9 3 1 2 1870
Johnson 20345 20939 84.4 50363 110.1 4 S 4 1990
Jones 18947 -2553  -11.6 43 0.2 4 2 2 1900
Keokuk © 20157 -8182 -32.8 -5173 -30.8 5 0 0 1900
Kossuth 22720 3521 15.5 -7650 -29.2 5 3 0 1940
Lee 20858 3383 8.5 -4415  -10.2 4 3 2 1960
Linn 49948 48882 88.2 64493 61.8 5 5 3 1980
Louisa 8577 -2615 -17.9 491 4.4 4 0 2 1900
Lucas 15655 -4057 -25.2 -2999 -24.8 5 1 1 1900
Lyon 13165 1532 11.6 -2745  -18.7 4 3 0 1920
Madison 16531 -4579  -25.9 -648 -4.9 4 1 1 1900
Mahaska 28284 -9601  -28.0 -3159  -12.8 5 1 1 1900
Marion 18677 17 7.3 4071 15.7 4 3 3 1990
Marshall 29653 5620 18.7 2665 7.5 5 5 3 1980
Mills 16764 -2700 -16.1 -862 -6.1 5 1 1 1900
Mitchell 14916 -971 -6.5 -3017  -21.6 4 3 1 1900
Monona 17980 -1677 -9.3 -6269 -38.4 5 3 0 1940
Monroe 15101 -6171  -34.3 -3700 -31.3 4 1 0 1910
Montgomery 178903 -2118 -11.9 -3609 -23.0 4 1 1 1900
Muscatine 22511 3906 13.8 7759 24.1 5 4 3 1980
O'Brien 16985 1985 1.7 -3526 -18.6 5 3 0 1940
Osceola 8725 1456 16.7 -2914  -28.6 3 3 0 1940
Page 23636 -266 -1.1 -7051  -29.5 S 2 1 1930
Palo Alto 14354 1537 10.7 -5222 -32.9 S 2 0 1940
Plymouth 22209 1043 4.7 136 0.6 5 3 3 1980
Pocahontas 15339 157 1.0 -5971 -38.5 5 3 0 1940
Polk 78111 143386 173.5 101130 44.8 5 S 4 1990
Pottawattamie 46508 15346 28.2 12946 18.6 4 4 2 1970
Poweshiek 18799 -70 -0.4 -311 -1.6 4 4 1 1920
Ringgold 15325 -5797 -37.8 -L108  -43.1 5 1 0 1900
Sac 17639 -121 -0.7 <5196  -29.6 5 2 0 1930
Scott 45572 49140 95.3 50281 49.9 5 5 3 1980
Shelby 17932 -1990 -1 <2712  -17.0 S 1 0 1900
Sioux 23337 3044 13.0 3522 13.4 5 4 2 1980
Story 23159 21135 91.3 29958 67.6 5 5 4 1990
Tama 24577 -2897 -11.8 -4269 -19.7 5 2 0 1900
Taylor 18580 -6364 -33.9 -5306 -42.7 S 0 0 1900
Union 19928 -6277  -21.5 -2901  -18.5 5 2 1 1900
Van Buren 5084 -6347 -36.6 -3331  -30.3 3 0 0 1870
Wapello 26955 119714 33.8 -11701 -24.7 5 5 0 1950
Warren 19415 -2618  -12.8 18275 102.9 4 1 4 1990
Washington 15761 -1161 -5.6 55 0.3 4 2 1 1900
Wayne 17151 -5754 -32.9 -4670 -39.8 4 0 0 1900
Webster 31757 12484 39.3 -3899 -8.8 5 5 2 1970
Winnebago 12725 725 5.7 -1328 -9.9 5 2 1 1940
Winneshiek 23185 -2092 -8.8 -792 -3.7 4 2 3 1880
Woodbury 54610 49307 90.3 -5641 -5.4 4 5 1 1960
Worth 10887 181 1.7 -3077 -27.8 5 2 1 1920
Wright 18227 1425 7.8 -5383 -27.4 5 1 0 1920

State of lowa 2039639 389220 17.4 155682 5.9 5 4 3 1980




decade and, for the first time, Polk became the most populous county. Significant growth was also
shown in Plymouth and Sioux.

At the tum of the century, lowa reached a milestone of more than two million people. Only three
counties (Dickinson, Emmet, Osceola) remained under 10,000 in 1900. Polk, with 82,624, had more
residents than any other county, although five others were over 50,000. Woodbury was the only one to
lose population between 1880 and 19800.

Overall, the last half of the 1800s saw lowa go from a sparsely- to a fully-settled state with a
gain of more than two million people (Tabie 3). It was a time of generalized population growth shared by
all the counties across the state. Two-thirds (67) of the counties gained population during each of the
five decades and only four (Cedar, Henry, Jefferson, Van Buren) lost during more than one decade.

1900 to 1850

The tum of the century marked a significant change for jowa's population (Figures 1, 2). The
generalized growth of the previous 50 years came to a halt. In the decade from 1900 to 1910, lowa
expenenced a population loss of 7,082. Aithough small in number and proportion (-0.3%), it was the first
decade loss for the state. The decline was widespread among lowa's counties; 71 had fewer residents in
1910 than in 1800. Mahaska decreased by more than 4,000 people; Keokuk, Lee, and Union dropped by
more than 3,000. In percentage terms, Adams lost more than 19% of its popuiation, while Fremont,
Keokuk, Lucas, Ringgold, and Union declined by more than 15%. Such widespread losses were
unprecedented in the state's history. In contrast, 28 counties gained during the period. The greatest
percentage growth generally occurred in counties with large cities (Black Hawk, +38%; Polk, +34%;
Woodbury, +24%), although Monroe was highest (+41%). Polk increased by more than 27,000 during
that decade and both Black Hawk and Woodbury each added at least 12,000 residents. Poik became
the first lowa county with more than 100,000 residents. The total population for the state in 1910 stood at
2,224 .771.

The state rebounded from its 1900-1810 losses during the next decade (1910-1920) by gaining
more than 179,000 people (+8%). Although 27 counties lost population during the 1910-1920 period, this
was a8 much smaller number than the previous decade; also, the percentage declines tended to be lower.
Mahaska dropped mare than any other county in both numbers and proportion (3,590, -12%); it was the
only county with a decline greater than 10%. The counties showing losses tended to be in the east,
south, and west central areas of the state. Counties with large cities continued the growth trend started
earlier. Polk gained more than 43,000 10 put its popuiation above 154,000; it remained the only county
with a population exceeding 100,000. For the first time, all counties had at least 10,000 residents; seven
had 50,000 or more inhabitants.

In 1930, lowa's population reached 2,470,939, an increase of 2.8% over 1920. Even though the
state was growing, nearly half (48) of the counties declined. Monroe dropped by 8,457 people, a 36%
loss. it experienced the highest losses in both numbers and percent, aithough five other southem-border
counties (Appancose, Davis, Decatur, Van Buren, Wayne) also declined more than 10%. Of the 51
counties that grew during the decade, the greatest percentage gains were in Black Hawk (+22%), Story
(+19%), and Jasper (+18%). Woodbury joined Polk in having a total population over 100,000.

In the 1830s, the trends from the 1920s continued; that is, the state's population increased, but
many counties (43) decreased. The grealest declines were in two westem counties, Pottawattamie
(-3,132) and Harmrison (-2,130). Harrison also had the greatest percentage loss (-9%) for the decade.
Polk (+22,898) and Black Hawk (+10,800) continued their gains as did most counties with large cities
other than Pottawattamie. Black Hawk's percentage gain of 16% was the highest of any county.

The 1840s witnessed Worid War || and ushered in the post-war era. Once again, the state grew,
this time by more than 82,000 residents. However, two-thirds (67) of the counties lost population, most
at higher rates than in the 1830s. Thirteen counties had declines greater than 10%: four of these
(Appanoose, Fremont, Lucas, Monroe) were over 15%. The counties with the highest percentage losses
were located in the southem and west central parts of the state. Four counties (Adams, Clarke, Davis,
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Ringgold) dropped below 10,000 in population, the first time any of these had been that low since 1870.
Indeed, all counties in lowa had been above 10,000 since 1920. In sharp contrast to these losses were
nine counties for which population gains were greater than 10%. All of these nine contained substantial
cities. Johnson and Story led with increases greater than 30% as students retumned to the universities
after the war. Polk alone gained more than 30,000 people, Black Hawk more than 20,000, and Linn and
Scott more than 15,000. In 1940, only two counties (Polk, Woodbury) had been over 100,000; by 1950,
there were five (Black Hawk, Linn, Polk, Scott, Woodbury). Polk exceeded 200,000 for the first time.
The total population for lowa was more than 2.6 million in 1950.

lowa's growth was considerably slower in the first half of the twentieth century than it had been in
the last half of the 1800s. Fewer than 400,000 residents were added from 1900 to 1950, which was an
increase of 17.4%. Fifty-five counties had fewer residents in 1950 than they counted in 1900 (Table 3).
Drops of at least 5,000 occurred in 13, topped by declines greater than 8,000 in Keokuk and Mahaska.
Most of the counties with relatively large decreases were located in the southem section of the state. Of
the 44 counties gaining population in the first half of this century, 16 added at least 5,000. Polk's
increase of more than 143,000 doubled the next greatest increase (Black Hawk, +68,000). Three others
gained nearly 50,000 in 50 years (Linn, +48,900; Scott, +49,100; Woodbury; +49,300). Thirteen counties
(Black Hawk, Cerro Gordo, Dickinson, Dubuque, Johnson, Linn, Marshall, Polk, Scott, Story, Wapello,
Webster, Woodbury) increased their counts each decade from 1900 to 1950; these tended to be lowa's
most urban counties. In contrast, 11 counties (Adair, Adams, Audubon, Clarke, Clayton, Davis, Keokuk,
Louisa, Taylor, Van Buren, Wayne) declined each decade from the beginning of this century to 1950.

1950 to 1990

lowa experienced an upsurge in population in the 1950s, when it increased by more than 5% for
only the second decade this century. Polk once again made an impressive gain (more than 40,000).
Black Hawk and Linn aiso continued to post substantial gains. Twelve counties had percentage
increases greater than 10% and eight of these also had more than 10% growth the previous decade.
Still, 58 counties declined, 16 losing more than 10%. Eight counties (Adams, Appanoose, Decatur,
Fremont, Monona, Ringgold, Taylor, Wayne) were down at least 14% and all of them had lost at least
10% the previous decade as well. By the 1960 census, six counties (Adams, Clarke, Davis, Ringgold,
Van Buren, Wayne) had slipped below 10,000 residents.

The 1980 population of 2,757,537 grew to 2,825,368 by 1970, but the rate of growth slowed
somewhat to 2.5%. This time 74 counties experienced population declines, more than in any previous
decade. Twenty-two had losses of at least 10%. As of 1870, 15 were under 10,000 in population. The
least populous counties were Adams and Ringgold, each with just over 6,300 inhabitants. Woodbury had
the highest numerical loss (-4,797) with Wapello next (-3,877). The trend of the previous decades
continued, in that most counties with large cities increased, although Polk's gain of 18,815 was less than
half that of the previous decade. The greatest growth in numbers came in Linn (+26,314) and Scott
(+23,620) and increases greater than 25% occurred in Johnson (+34%), Story (+27%), and Warren
(+32%).

Population declines slowed somewhat for many counties in the 1970s. Between 1870 and 1980,
42 counties lost population, fewer than in the previous decade. Only Pocahontas and Audubon counties
had percentage declines above 10%. The largest numerical losses of the decade were in Wapello
(-1,908), Webster (-2,438), and Woodbury (-2,168). In 1970 and 1980, the same fifteen counties had
fewer than 10,000 residents. Growth counties were led by percentage gains of 24% in Dickinson and
27% in Warren. Numerical gains were largest in Polk and Scoft, with increases greater than 17,000 in
each. Polk surpassed 300,000 for the first time and, by 1980, the population of the state was more than
2.9 million.

Population trends turned quite negative in the 1980s, when the number of lowans dropped by
137,000 (-4.7%). Seven counties (Dallas, Henry, Johnson, Marion, Polk, Siory, Warren) gained
population from 1980 to 1990 (Figures 3, 4). The increases of 24,000 in Polk and 14,400 in Johnson
were the only ones topping 2,000; these two counties also had the only gains above 5% (Polk, +8%;
Johnson, +18%). Declines were greater than 5,000 in five counties (Black Hawk, -14,200; Clinton,
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-6,100; Dubuque, -7,300; Scott, -8,000; Webster, -5,600) and between 1,000 and 4,888 in 65. Forty-
eight counties had decreases of at least 10% in the 1980s (Figure 5). Seven of these declines were 15%
or greater (Adams, -15%; Calhoun, -15%; Greene, -17%: Grundy, -16%; Kossuth, -13%; Palo Alto, -16%;
Pocahontas, -16%).

Growth in population for the state continued to slow in the second half of this century. About
156,000 more people lived in lowa in 1890 than in 1950, which was an increase of 5.9% (Table 3). But
much of the gain that occurred in the 1960s and 1870s was negated by decline in the 1980s. Fifteen
counties lost at least 5,000 residents in the last 40 years, with the greatest loss in Wapelio (-11,700);
another 49 counties were down by 1,000-4,999. Yet the state's population grew because some counties
had large increases. Eight gained 1,000-4,999 residents and 11 added at least 5,000 residents. Four
(Johnson, Linn, Polk, Scott) jumped by at least 50,000, with Polk topping the list with 101,000 more
residents in 1990 than in 1950.

Only five counties (Dallas, Johnson, Polk, Story, Warren) grew in each of the four decades
between 1850 and 1990; 30 decreased in each. Indeed, declines were noted in Adams, Audubon,
Keokuk, Taylor, Van Buren, and Wayne between every census since 1800; 28 others reported growth in
only one or two of the last nine decades. On the other hand, Johnson, Polk, and Story gained population
every 10 years since 1900; another 11 (Black Hawk, Bremer, Clinton, Dallas, Dubuque, Jasper, Linn,
Marshall, Muscatine, Scott, Webster) increased in seven or eight of the decades since the turn of the
century. Some radical changes in population trends are evident when the first and second parts of this
century are compared. Warren, for example, gained population in only one decade from 1900 to 1950,
but it increased in each one from 1950 to 19980. Wapelio, on the other hand, grew between each census
conducted from 1900 through 1850 but has declined in each one since. Cerro Gordo, Dickinson, and
Woodbury each gained throughout the first half of the century, but they had increases in only one decade
since 1950. Cherokee and Floyd reported higher populations at the end of all decades except one from
1900 to 1850, but neither grew between any of the censuses from 1950 to 1990.

Concluding Comments

Growth between 1850 and 1900 resuited in only three lowa counties with populations under
10,000 at the tum of the century. But the 80 years since then are characterized by two diverse trends for
counties. Some declined; in 1980, 18 had fewer than 10,000 residents. Nine counties reported less than
half the residents in 1890 than they had counted in 1900. Others grew; six counties had populations
greater than 50,000 in 1900, although only one (Poik) was above 60,000; 10 exceeded 50,000 in 1990,
but only one was in the 50,000-60,000 range. Among those that increased over this century, two more
than doubled their populations when 1800 and 1990 were compared, and five more than tripled their
totals. These contrary trends temper the general growth reported for the state. Such differences should
be expected to continue through future censuses.

Figure 1. Population in lowa, 1850-1990.
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Figure 2. Historical population peaks, 1850-1990.
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Figure 4. Percent increase, 1980-1990.
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Projected Population in lowa's Counties:
2000-2010

Willis Goudy, lowa State University

Projections of the population of lowa and its counties require the use of past trends, cumrent
information, and assumptions of what may occur in the future. Three sets of projections are reported in
Table 1, each of which is based on assumptions conceming possible demographic or economic trends
and on data available at the time they were completed.

The projections released in 1984 by the Office of the State Demographer for lowa, a position that
no longer exists in state government, were based on demographic trends. Certain assumptions were
made about births, deaths, and migration in the state and the counties through 1982 and projected to the
year 2000. The projections made by the iowa Department of Transportation in 1987 considered the
same trends, although data through at least 1985 were available as the base. These projections were
cammied forward through the year 2010. In 1892, Woods and Poole Economics, Inc. (1794 Columbia
Road, NW: Washington, DC 20009), also provided projections to 2010. Economic models drive this third
set of projections, with employment statistics acting as a key determinant of the figures. Woods and
Poole update their projections annually; they had the advantage of using 1990 census data as part of the
data senies for their projection equations. The Woods and Poole projections are used in Figure 1.

For lowa, the projections for the year 2000 vary from 2,858,000 to 2,965,000; the more recent
the projection, the lower the figure. The two projections that are available for 2010 differ by only 6,000,
with the Woods and Poole (2,936,000) projection higher than that from the lowa Department of
Transportation (2,930,000).

Using the new 1990 total populations as a base, more counties are projected to gain from 1990
to 2000 by the Office of the State Demographer (87 increase, 12 decrease) than by the lowa Department
of Transportation (68 increase, 31 decrease). But the most recent projections from Woods and Poole
indicate that only 45 will gain while 54 will decline in population this decade. Both projections available
for 2010 predict that more counties will decrease than increase during the first decade of the next
century, with 54 (Woods and Poole) to 58 (lowa Department of Transportation) counties projected to
decline even though the state's total population is expected to increase.

Note: Caution is urged in examining population projections. Assumptions underlying the three sets
reported here vary substantially. One method of using them would be to build a range by indicating the
upper and lower projections for a county. Another possibility would be to pool projections from the
various sets for a specific time period and obtain an average. In using either of these suggestions or the
individual projections alone, it is important to realize how difficult it is to project populations even a few
years, let alone a few decades, into the future.
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Table 1. Residents, 1990, and Projected Residents, 2000-2010, in lowa Counties.

L L _ i . s T le—

Census State Demographer lowa Dept. of Transportation Woods and Poole Economics

County 1990 2000 2000 2010 2000 2010
Adair 8409 8300 8240 7750 8520 8630
Adams 4866 5200 5030 4750 4730 4600
Al Lamakee 13855 15000 17760 19420 14010 14160
Appanoose 13743 16400 13290 12410 13530 13310
Audubon 7334 8100 7460 7020 7290 7260
Benton 22429 22400 23040 22940 23300 24100
Black Hawk 123798 139400 120620 113790 125410 126850
Boone 25186 25500 24730 24250 25280 25310
Bremer 22813 25600 27270 28830 22620 22440
Buchanan 20844 25000 26260 28360 20200 19550
Buena Vista 19965 21600 20370 20340 19860 19710
Butler 15731 17000 17990 18310 14840 14010
Calhoun 11508 12400 11180 10240 10900 10300
Carrol 21423 23900 24350 25300 20490 19550
Cass 15128 17500 16170 15940 15060 15010
Cedar 17381 18000 20380 21510 18150 18880
Cerro Gordo 46733 47400 47430 47340 45350 43940
Cherokee 14098 15300 14670 14070 13990 13910
Chickasaw 13295 15000 16640 17440 13040 12820
Clarke 8287 10000 9270 9710 8680 9060
Clay 17585 18000 16850 15770 17810 18000
Clayton 19054 21200 23520 25060 19150 19260
Clinton 51040 57400 50760 48270 50650 50200
Crawford 16775 21200 21570 23230 16720 16690
Dallas 29755 28900 33450 35930 31280 32700
Davis 8312 10400 10250 10970 8220 8130
Decatur 3338 84600 7550 6680 8570 8410
Delaware 18035 20400 24370 27900 18290 18550
Des Moines 42614 43300 41470 39640 42320 41930
Dickinson 14909 15800 15230 15170 17130 19160
Dubuque 86403 92300 93870 94770 86890 87250
Emmet 11569 13400 10640 9590 11120 10670
Fayette 21843 23900 23240 22390 20470 19180
Floyd 17058 18300 18670 18380 16120 15230
Franklin 11364 11500 12140 11820 10810 10290
Fremont 8226 9000 8160 7680 8080 7930
Greene 10045 11400 10160 9380 9260 8540
Grundy 12029 13000 11930 10970 11700 11410
Guthrie 10935 10600 10510 9930 10900 10850
Hami L ton 16071 17200 15510 14580 15110 14160
Hancock 12638 13700 15000 15760 12250 11860
Hardin 19094 21000 20610 20230 18520 17980
Harrison 14730 16000 16300 16420 14410 14090
Nenry 19226 17700 18760 18850 20100 20930
Howard 9809 10900 11850 12340 9550 9310
Humbol dt 10756 11600 11670 11500 10260 9800
Ida 8365 8200 9180 9400 8420 8460
lowa 14630 15000 14250 13820 14890 15110
Jackson 19950 22900 24090 25150 20250 20590
Jasper 34795 35100 35530 35410 35010 35130
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Table 1. Residents, 1990, and Projected Residents, 2000-2010, in lowa Counties (continued).

Census State Demographer Ilowa Dept. of Transportation Woods and Poole Economics

County 1990 2000 2000 2010 2000 2010
Jefferson 16310 16200 16800 17200 16840 17330
Johnson 96119 93700 85240 87830 107160 117810
Jones 19444 20400 22360 23610 20230 20950
Keokuk 11624 11900 11700 11230 11160 10700
Kossuth 18591 21600 20280 19700 17510 16490
Lee 38687 42800 39780 38560 39160 39620
Linn 168767 167400 166690 166640 178470 187500
Louisa 11592 13300 13070 13740 12240 12900
Lucas 9070 10800 9810 9650 8820 8580
Lyon 11952 12700 14200 15030 11830 11690
Madison 12483 12800 13450 14030 12750 12980
Mahaska 21513 22200 22960 23210 21870 22170
Marion 30001 32500 33810 36410 34600 39110
Marshall 38276 44600 40030 39600 39080 39870
Mills 13202 15600 15120 16190 13460 13680
Mitchell 10928 11300 10700 10050 10360 9820
Monona 10034 10700 9470 8600 9940 9870
Monroe 8114 8900 7940 7440 7910 7700
Montgomery 12076 12200 12240 11790 11880 11680
Muscatine 39907 51000 49120 54620 42440 44940
O'Brien 15444 17100 16450 16340 15590 15740
Osceola 7267 7800 7590 7290 7320 7380
Page 16870 18500 16020 14810 16500 16160
Palo Alto 10669 12100 10760 9990 9790 8980
Plymouth 23388 24000 24590 24730 23920 24420
Pocahontas 9525 10500 10300 9890 9030 8570
Polk 327140 326900 322320 335310 364830 400940
Pottawattamie 82628 93700 94720 99970 82040 81310
Poweshiek 19033 17800 17950 17460 19420 19740
Ringgold 5420 5600 5490 5240 5210 4990
Sac 12324 12900 11500 10470 11660 11030
Scott 150979 176000 162060 164540 160950 170930
Shelby 13230 14300 15790 16320 13120 13020
Sioux 29903 32500 37990 42560 30630 31300
Story 74252 78500 71020 71000 84470 94530
Tama 17419 18800 19650 19880 17450 17500
Taylor 7114 8300 8020 7930 7050 7010
Union 12750 14400 12160 11480 13160 13570
van Buren 7676 8500 8410 8380 7530 7370
Wapello 35696 36800 35960 34290 34450 33210
Warren 36033 37800 43250 48590 38430 40890
wWashington 19612 20600 20650 21100 20570 21460
Wayne 7067 7800 6260 5520 6790 6530
Webster 40342 42900 36090 32260 37630 34990
Winnebago 12122 11300 13410 13730 11700 11280
Winneshiek 20847 22900 26690 29740 21220 21580
Woodbury 98276 105500 97900 97300 99470 100410
Worth 7991 8100 8680 8560 7640 7290
Wright 14269 15700 14090 13210 13710 13180

State of lowa 2776755 2965100 2899780 2929730 2858300 2935900
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Figure 1. Population and projected population in lowa, 1910-201(

Millions
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Population and Housing Units in

Townships and Incorporated Places
of lowa's Counties: 1970-1990
Willis Goudy, lowa State University

Jessie Beebe, lowa State University
Renea Miller, lowa State University

County subdivisions in lowa are minor civil divisions known as townships. In agreement with
state government, cities that are coextensive with a township are treated as if they are independent of
any township. Townships as of 1990 are listed for each county in Table 1. Cities coextensive with a
township are indicated with separate lines at the same level of indentation as townships. One
unorganized territory designated by the U. S. Bureau of the Census (Saylorville Reservoir Unorganized
Temitory in Polk County) completes coverage of the state. Incorporated places that are not coextensive
with a township are listed as well. They are indented under the township in which part or all of their
populations reside.

Four symbols are used in Table 1. A dash (-) represents zero. Three dots (...) mean not
applicable. When information is not available, (NA) appears in the table. Finally, an asterisk (*)
following the name of an area means that there has been a geographic change (annexation, detachment,
new incorporation, disincorporation, merger, partial redistricting, abolished area) since the information
published from the 1980 census for that area. Geographic change information for each county is
reported in notes at the end of this section.

Because townships and cities may not cover exactly the same geographic area from one period
to the next, caution must be exercised in examining changes between censuses. Those needing precise
information on changes that may have occurred in a particular township should review the volumes from
the 1970-1990 censuses. Some incorporated places cross county boundaries; summing the parts (pts. in
the table) to obtain total population may require obtaining information from two (and in a few cases three)
counties. Also, the numbers in Table 1 do not include corrections to county and incorporated place totals
reported by the bureau after the 1990 census, because such changes are not listed by township.
Generally, these changes are minor; corrected place totals are listed in notes at the end of this section.

More than half (817 or 51.0%) of the 1,603 townships had fewer than 500 residents in 19890.
Another 399 (24.9%) had from 500 through 899 people. The remaining 387 (24.1%) had at least 1,000
residents, although only 23 townships had more than 10,000, six of which were in Polk County. Among
the 52 independent cities, however, only four had fewer than 1,000 residents, while nearly a quarter (12
or 23.7%) had at least 10,000 inhabitants.

Notes: The data in this section were published in POPULATION AND HOUSING UNIT COUNTS: IOWA
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population and Housing, 1880 CPH-2-
17). Because 1990 geography serves as the base, the population and housing counts in townships and
independent cities do not always add to the county totals reported for 1880 or 1970; explanations are
included in the paragraphs that follow, although earlier census publications should be reviewed for more
details. Geographic change information in counties from 1980 to 1990 (plus limited 1870-1880 changes
in a few instances) includes the following:
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Adair County: abolished minor civil division (MCD): Bridgewater township, area add_ed to chkson and
Washington townships; the part of Bridgewater city formerly in Bridgewater township now in Jackson
township; Bridgewater township had 246 people in 1980 and 200 in 1970; annexation: Orient City; MCDs
abolished 1870-1980: Adair (693 residents in 1970) (added to Summit township) and Stuart (338
residents in 1870) townships, areas added to Lincoln township. Allamakee County: annexations:
Postville city, Waukon city. Audubon County: annexation: Audubon city. Benton County: annexation:
Vinton city from Taylor township; additional annexations: Norway city, Urbana city. Black Hawk
County: partly redistricted: Union and Washington township boundaries changed, Cedar Falls city shown
as partly in these townships in 1980; annexations: Waterloo city from East Waterloo township; additional
annexations: Dunkerton city, Elk Run Heights city, Evansdale city, Hudson city, Raymond city;
detachment: Waterloo city to East Waterloo township; additional detachment. Raymond city. Boone
County: annexation: Boone city. Bremer County: annexation: Sumner city from Sumner No. 2
township; additional annexations: Denver city, Janesville city, Plainfield city; detachment: Frederika city.
Buchanan County: annexation: Independence city. Buena Vista County: annexation: Storm Lake city
from Hayes and Washington townships; additional annexations: Albert City city, Alta city, Newell city.

Calhoun County: detachment: Famhamville city. Carroll County: annexation: Carroll city from Grant
and Maple River townships; additional annexations: Coon Rapids city; detachment: Carroll city to Grant
township. Cass County: annexation: Anita city; MCD abolished 1870-1980: Atlantic township (7,306
residents in 1970), area added to Grove township. Cedar County: annexations: Lowden city,
Mechanicsville city, Stanwood city, West Branch city; detachment: Lowden city. Cerro Gordo County:
annexations: Clear Lake city from Clear Lake and Lake townships, Mason City city from Mason township;
additional annexation: Rock Falls city; detachment: Clear Lake city to Lake township. Cherokee
County: annexation: Marcus city; detachment: Marcus city. Chickasaw County: annexation: New
Hampton city. Clarke County: annexation: Osceola city from Osceola and Ward townships. Clay
County: annexation: Spencer city from Riverton, Sioux, and Summit townships; detachment: Fostoria
city. Clayton County: annexations: Edgewood city, Elkader city, McGregor city, Monona city,
Strawberry Point city. Clinton County: annexation: Clinton city from Hampshire township; additional
annexations: Camanche city, Grand Mound city, Welton city; MCDs abolished 1970-1980: Lincoln (85
residents in 1970) and Spring Valley (174 residents in 1970) townships, areas added to Hampshire
township. Crawford County: annexations: Charter Oak city, Schleswig city.

Dalias County: annexed into Dallas County: West Des Moines city; additional annexations: Adel city,
Dallas Center city, Granger city, Pemry city, Van Meter city, Waukee city. Decatur County: annexations:
Lamoni city from Fayette and New Buda townships, Leon city from Center township; additional
annexation: Decatur City city. Delaware County: annexations. Edgewood city, Hopkinton city,
Manchester city. Des Moines County: annexations: Burington city, Mediapolis city; MCD abolished
1870-1980: Augusta (230 residents in 1970) township, area added to Danville and Union townships.
Dickinson County: annexations: Milford city, Okoboji city, Orleans city, Spirit Lake city. Dubuque
County: annexation: Dubuque city from Dubuque and Table Mound townships; additional annexations:
Asbury city, Bemard city, Cascade city, Epworth city, Holy Cross city, New Vienna city, Peosta city,
Rickardsville city, Sherrill city. Emmet County: annexation: Estherville city.

Fayette County: partly redistricted: Union township gained area from Westfield township; annexed into
Fayette County: Stanley city; additional annexations: Fayette city from Westfield township, West Union
city from Union township; additional annexation: Oelwein city; detachment: Westgate city. Floyd
County: annexation: Charles City city from Charles township. Fremont County: annexation: Hamburg
city from Washington township. Greene County: annexation: Jefferson city from Grant and Hardin
townships; detachments: Churdan city. Grundy County: annexations: Dike city, Grundy Center city.
Guthrie County: annexations: Panora city, Yale city. Hamilton County: annexation: Webster City city
from Cass, Freedom, and Independence townships; additional annexations: Elisworth city, Kamrar city.
Hancock County: annexations: Forest City city, Gamer city. Hardin County: annexations: Alden city,
lowa Falls city. Harrison County: annexations: Dunlap city, Logan city, Woodbine city. Henry County:
incorporated: Westwood city; annexation: Mount Pleasant city from center township; additional
annexation: Wayland city; detachment: Mount Pleasant city to Center township. Ida County:
annexation: Holistein city. lowa County: annexations: North English city, Williamsburg city.
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Jackson County: disincorporated: Hurstville; annexation: Maquoketa city. Jasper County:
annexations: Colfax city, Newton city, Prairie City city. Jefferson County: annexation: Fairfield city
from Buchanan and Center townships. Johnson County: annexation: lowa City city from East Lucas,
Scott, and West Lucas townships; additional annexations: Coralville city, Hills city, North Liberty city,
Oxford city, Solon city, Tiffin city. Jones County: annexations: Monticelio city, Onslow city; independent
city abolished 1970-1980 (but retained as a city): Monticello city (1970 population 3,509) added under
Lovell township. Kossuth County. annexation: Algona city from Cresco, Irvington, and Union
townships; additiona! annexations: Bancroft city, Burt city, Titonka city, West Bend city. Lee County:
annexation: Keokuk city from Jackson township; additional annexations: Fort Madison city, Montrose
city. Linn County: annexation: Cedar Rapids city from Bertram, Clinton, College, Fairfax, Marion, and
Monroe townships; additional annexations: Center Point city, Central City city, Fairfax city, Hiawatha city,
Lisbon city, Marion city, Palo city, Walford city; detachments: Marion city, Walker city. Louisa County:
annexations: Columbus Junction city, Grandview city. Lucas County: annexation: Chariton city from
Lincoln township.

Madison County: annexation: Winterset city from Lincoln and Union townships; additional annexations:
Patterson city, St. Charles city. Mahaska County: annexation: Oskaloosa city from Lincoln and Spring
Creek townships; additional annexation: Eddyville city. Marion County: merged: Melcher city and
Dallas city to form Melcher-Dallas city; annexations: Knoxville city, Meicher-Dallas city, Pella city,
Pleasantville city. Marshall County: annexation: Marshalitown city. Mills County: annexation:
Glenwood city. Mitchell County: annexations: Osage city, St. Ansgar city, detachment: Riceville city.
Monroe County: annexations: Albia city, Lovilia city. Montgomery County: MCD abolished 1970-
1980: Jackson township (1,402 residents in 1970), area added to East township. Muscatine County:
annexations: Muscatine city, West Liberty city, Wilton city; detachment: Muscatine city. O'Brien
County: annexations: Paullina city, Sanbom city, Sheldon city, Sutherland city. Osceola County:
annexations: Ashton city, Melvin city.

Page County: annexation: Shenandoah city; detachment: Northboro city. Palo Alto County:
annexations: Graettinger city, West Bend city. Plymouth County: annexation: Le Mars city.
Pocahontas County: annexations: Laurens city, Pocahontas city. Polk County: annexations: Altoona
city, Ankeny city, Bondurant city, Clive city, Des Moines city, Grimes city, Johnston city, Pleasant Hill
city, Polk City city, Urbandale city, West Des Moines city; detachment: Bondurant city. Pottawattamie
County: annexations: Avoca city, Carson city, Council Bluffs city, Treynor city, Walnut city; detachment:
Underwood city. Poweshiek County: annexation: Grinnell city from Grant township. Ringgold
County: annexation: Mount Ayr city from Poe and Rice townships. Sac County: annexations: Early city,
Wall Lake city. Scott County: partly redistricted: Le Claire, Lincoln, and Pleasant Valley townships
changed boundaries; disincorporated: Plain View; annexation: Davenport city shown as coextensive with
Davenport City township from Blue Grass and Buffalo townships; additional annexations: Buffalo city, Le
Claire city. Sioux County: annexations: Hospers city, Hull city, Orange City city, Rock Valley city,
Sheldon city, Sioux Center city. Story County: annexations: Ames city, Story City city.

Tama County: annexations: Toledo city, Traer city, detachments: Toledo city, Vining city. Taylor
County: annexation: Lenox city. Union County: annexation: Afton city. Wapello County: annexation:
Eldon city. Warren County: annexation: Indianola city from Lincoin township; additional annexations:
Carlisle city, Norwalk city. Washington County: annexations: Riverside city, Washington city, Wellman
city. Webster County: annexation: Fort Dodge city from Cooper township; additional annexations:
Gowrie city, Vincent city. Winnebago County: annexation: Forest City city. Winneshiek County:
annexation: Decorah city. Woodbury County: annexation: Sioux City city from Concord and Woodbury
townships; additional annexation: Sloan city; detachments: Sergeant Biuff city. Worth County:
annexation: Grafton city. Wright County: annexations: Belmond city, Goldfield city.
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The U.S. Bureau of the Census issued revised population counts for incorporated places as they
became available. Unfortunately, revisions are not reported for townships; thus, changes have not been
included in Table 1. Changes for the following incorporated piaces have been released by the bureau as
of 13 August 1993 although they are not inciuded in Table 1:

initial Revised Initiai Revised
Incorporated 1990 1980 Incorporated 1990 1890
Place Population Population Place Population Population
Albumett 456 459 Marion 20403 20374
Altoona 7191 7242 Mechanicsville 1012 1075
Archer 131 145 Millville 20 32
Balltown 64 74 Minden 498 538
Bettendorf 28132 28139 Morrison 113 125
Buck Grove 20 55 Neola 894 909
Buffaio 1260 1250 Newton 14789 14799
Cantril 262 271 Oskaloosa 10632 10600
Cedar Rapids 108751 108780 Peosta 128 135
Clare 161 183 Prairie City 1360 1366
Crescent 113 488 Princelon 806 804
Cushing 220 241 Pulaski 221 262
Des Moines 183187 193188 Rickardsville 171 193
Dixon 202 228 Ricketts 105 122
Dyersville 3703 3696 Riverdale 433 418
Eddyville 1010 1036 Rock Falis 130 155
Edgewood 776 842 Rodney 65 71
Epworth 1287 1303 Sac City 2492 2516
Fariey 1354 1348 Sheldon 4937 4904
Glenwood 4571 4960 Sioux Rapids 761 792
Graf 78 66 Smithiand 235 252
Greeley 263 284 Spirit Lake 3871 3872
Hillsboro 151 169 Springbrook 116 165
Holy Cross 304 293 St. Olaf 111 125
fowa City 59738 58735 Tabor 957 094
lowa Falls 5424 5435 University Park 604 5088
Lovilia 551 566 Wallingford 196 235
Maquoketa 6111 6129 Welton 177 184




Table 1. Township and incorporated place (city) populations and housing units in Iowa Counties, 1970-1990.
Population Housing Units Population Housing Units
Location 1990 1980 1970 1990 1980 1970 Location 1990 1980 1970 1990 1980 1970
Adair County 8409 9509 9487 3714 3963 3645 Allamakee County (cont.)
Eureka township 158 195 230 61 86 91 Lafayette township 417 419 436 240 241 136
Grand River township 198 250 250 79 87 94 Lansing township 1495 1692 1625 832 820 614
Greenfield township 2129 2310 2273 1029 1030 941 Lansing city 1007 1181 1227 535 545 469
Greenfield city (pt.) 2074 2240 2212 1006 1007 917 Linton township 264 287 342 101 97 106
Grove township 213 290 348 98 115 118 Ludlow township 571 623 659 196 203 186
Warrison township 200 233 262 89 91 89 Makee township 4323 4623 4351 1816 1810 1476
Jackson township* 427 293 295 197 102 100 Waukon city (pt.)* 3805 3775 3684 1665 1561 1300
Bridgewater city* 209 233 188 110 123 98 Paint Creek township 478 505 518 176 176 193
Jefferson township 233 273 320 94 115 119 Waterville city 140 157 158 57 63 63
Lee township 237 285 308 92 102 92 Post township 1908 2015 2075 830 834 753
Greenfield city (pt.) - 3 : 2 Postville city (pt.)* 1465 16475 1546 669 651 610
Lincoln township 814 805 370 323 349 131 Taylor township 510 509 481 857 908 349
Stuart city (pt.) 529 523 338 217 232 146 Harpers Ferry city 284 258 227 527 559 202
Orient township 618 664 589 270 267 250 Union City township 245 277 341 9% 100 104
Orient city* 376 416 326 173 172 145 Union Prairie township 685 798 731 259 262 230
Prussia township 247 288 361 96 1M1 120 Waukon city (pt.)* 212 208 199 92 93 69
Richland township 251 293 354 101 114 121 Waterloo township 310 455 406 140 136 128
Summerset township 1036 1198 1182 457 474 421
Fontanelle city 712 805 752 326 337 290 Appanoose County 13743 15511 15007 6402 6706 6120
Summit township 1045 1105 283 466 497 95 Bellair township 618 697 710 262 276 315
Adair city (pt.) 830 817 693 383 388 302 Mystic city (pt.) - 22 - - 7 -
Union township 219 279 269 87 91 99 Numa city (pt.) 12 170 160 48 69 77
Walnut township 198 275 331 92 117 129 Catdwell township 432 537 484 194 219 202
Casey city (pt.) 15 14 31 9 6 1" Exline city 187 217 224 87 98 100
Washington township* 186 227 231 83 88 83 Centerville city 5936 6558 6531 2821 2945 2668
Chariton township 14 154 92 105 98 43
Adams County 4866 5731 6322 2234 2478 2381 Douglas township 176 220 206 70 81 66
Carl tounshiﬁ 213 257 272 96 113 105 Franklin township m 210 195 74 91 92
Colony township 215 2462 278 88 103 98 Independence township 197 239 165 177 169 76
Douglas township 247 354 400 113 154 150 Johns township 349 449 430 164 174 166
Carbon city 60 110 135 36 57 59 Plano city 75 1M1 109 42 47 40
Grant township 218 262 312 87 100 106 Lincoln township 248 337 245 113 131 129
Lenox city (pt.)* - 2 - 1 Numa city (pt.) 39 35 5 15 11 2
Jasper township 459 528 556 179 205 178 Pleasant township 793 1052 938 346 392 376
Corning city 